. . .For Those Seeking the Empowering Presence of the

A Place

Beyond

By Guy Chevreau

Holy Spirit

Upcoming Events

Yes

May 24-27, 2006

School of Healing & Impartation

With Randy Clark, Bill Johnson, and
Leif Hetland
Cost: $115.00
To register: www.globalawakening.com
or 866-AWAKENING
Location: Hosanna! Lutheran (www.
hosannalc.org), Lakeville, MN

Towards the end of my third trip to Mozambique, I
reviewed my journal entries. As always, the trip had
been quite a stretch. Heidi Baker, of Iris Ministries, had
given me two minutes notice to pray and think through
what I was to preach at the communion service in the
June 17, 2006
garbage dump. The next day, in an isolated village
9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
called Chibuto, we served a baby church, only six
Dream Day Seminar
With Paul Anderson
weeks old. They were the hosts for a regional conferDo you want to discover your
ence, where we taught day and night. It was so
dream? Learn how to pursue it?
exhausting, and I went to bed so tired that I forgot to
Need to recover broken dreams?
zip the netting shut on my mosquito hut! But the bug
This seminar will help to answer
bites were a small price to pay. The first night fifteen
these questions and more.
hundred were converted and eight hundred the
On-site Registration: $20 per person
following night. We went from there to Pemba, my first
Location:
North Heights Lutheran Church
time so far north. The church there was also newly
2701 Rice Street
planted, yet the Lord graciously added eight hundred
Roseville, MN 55113
new converts. From there Rolland Baker and I flew to
East Bank, where the Lord miraculously healed the leg
of a man who was a burn victim. On that same trip,
one of my team members, Mark, had brought $10,000 dollars to buy grain for
the starving. At the onset of the tour, we had prayed for its miraculous multiplication. In the space of the week, early harvest maize was released on the
market and astoundingly, he was able to buy it at less than one-seventh of its
end-of-season price. That meant that instead of securing twenty tons of grain,
he bought a hundred and fifty!
With stories like these of miraculous healings, restorations, and phenomenal
church growth in countries outside the West, the question that called forth this
reflection was simply, “Why there and not here?”
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The Orthodox Church has historically maintained a doctrine called “synergy”
and it is one that the West would do well to assume. Synergy is a
compound Greek word meaning “working with”. The term “participation” is
often used as a synonym. There is a divine order to synergy and participation that must be named and clarified on the forefront: God is always the
initiator and we the ones who respond. But this interplay is by its very nature
relational and never compromises or contradicts either God’s sovereign grace
or our free will.
To be made “in the image” means that in each and every one of us, there
is potentiality for life in God. “Likeness” involves the realization of that
potentiality.
Being “made in the likeness” implies growth, development and maturity like
the physical development of a child. It is a dynamic rather than static reality
and it is the divine invitation above all, for relationship.
So what part do we play in the fulfillment of our prophetic destinies? How
do we live a practical synergy? How do we participate in all that
“My
God intends to accomplish, day in, day out?

major

life-lesson
First, we exercise our faith in His faithfulness. Our hope and confidence ought never to be in our faith, for that would mean we had
“faith in our faith”. And if the fulfillment of God’s purposes depends is Jesus
on our faith, that would amount to works—what we manage to
is better
accomplish. Let this be established in our hearts: our heavenly
than we
Father purposes a greater fruitfulness for our lives then we do! As
my friend, Rolland Baker says, “My major life-lesson is Jesus is
think.”
better than we think.” The Lord delights in working
into our lives all the mercy that we need, for whatever Rolland Baker
we face. What is before us is the exercise of our
graced freedom. We are ever called to come into agreement,
our hearts with His. Especially when faced with what seems to
be completely beyond our strength, ability or present
resources, and when circumstances pose disappointments,
hardships and impossible challenges, it is for us to hear
the word of the One who “holds all things together”
(Colossians 1:17 ) and say with Mary, “may it be as you have
said” (Luke 1:38).
God is continuously asking if we will say YES to all that He is purposing for
and from our lives. And in those times when we are unsure or uncertain as
to what is being called forth, when we find our faith, our hope and our
desire failing, the best we may be able to muster is a willingness to be
willing to say YES. If, however, we are only “sort of following Jesus,” it must
be recognized that partial obedience will never yield kingdom fruitfulness, let
alone the fulfillment of our destiny or the realization of what it means to be
made in the likeness of God.
Redemption and transformation is the work of the Spirit; ours is agreement
and participation. While speaking about all of this with my friend, Jack
Taylor, he shared with me one of his regular prayers: “Lord, I give You
permission to change my mind on anything You and I don’t agree on.”
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“Lord, I

Personally I have come to the place where I continuously pray for direction,
correction, or re-direction, for in terms of the specifics of itinerant ministry, I
would never want to wake up in a no-star hotel somewhere in
Mongolia and hear the Lord ask, “What are you doing here?”
give

You permission
to change my
mind on
anything You
and I don’t
agree on.”
Jack Taylor

The Lord purposes to bring each of us to a certain place on our
personal journey where absolutes get settled, a place of total
consecration and absolute surrender, a place beyond “YES”. Jesus
gives a graphic description of this purpose when He says to His
disciples, “Dwell in me, as I in you” (John 15:4). The fruitfulness of
the vine and the branches is the consequence of this indwelling
and the metaphor implies that there is no duality, no discontinuity
between vine and branches. The call to abide in Christ as He
abides in us means that we have come to the place where there
is no longer any negotiation, in fact, no longer any choice, for we
want only that which He Himself wants. This is not fatalism, or
resignation, “Whatever…”

The Lord purposes union—one heart, one spirit. The branch is what the vine
is. The branch yields the life that flows through the vine. We are invited to
participate in the same union that Jesus lived with the Father.
• “Whatever the Father does, the Son does” (John 5:19).
• “As the Father has life in himself, so by his gift the Son also has life in
himself” (John 5:26).
• “I have come down from heaven, to do not my own will, but the will of
him who sent me” (John 6:38).
In speaking of our participation in that life, Paul says, “I have been crucified
with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).
A dead man makes very few choices. Our ultimate destiny lies in that place
of spirit where we give up the right to choose to say “YES”, for it has
already been established. With the disciples we declare, “To whom shall we
go? [What else are we going to do?] Your words are words of eternal life”
(John 6:38).
I certainly don’t know what all of this implies. For me, it has meant moving
beyond the unanswered and unanswerable questions, and trusting love
greater than I can comprehend. This place beyond “YES” simplifies the
complications, the compromises and the sophistications, for everything is
reduced to love. In new ways, I understand Paul’s apostolic appeal, “If we
are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God…For Christ’s love compels us”
(2 Corinthians 5: 13-14).
Taken from Turnings: The Kingdom of God and the Western World by Guy Chevreau,
©2004. Used by permission.
Guy Chevreau, Th.D., is a noted historian and renewal theologian associated with the
revival movement which began in Toronto in the mid-nineties. He now spends much
of his time in Mozambique with Iris Ministries where he has witnessed revival in a
missional context among the poorest of the poor.
Guy will be speaking at the August 2-5, 2006 Holy Spirit Conference, “Reformation:
Reloaded!”
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Dare to Dream

R E S O U R C E S

Do you want to discover your dream? Learn how to
pursue it? Need to recover broken dreams? In Dare to
Dream, Paul Anderson will help you to discover what God
has placed inside of you! ($10)

Dare to Dream Workbook

This journaling book by Paul Anderson will assist you in
creating the kind of climate in which God-sized dreams
can grow. Each page has a Dream Reflection and
accompanying questions. ($6)

Dare to Dream and Workbook Set ($14)
The Father’s Gift

Paul Anderson has written a book that answers many of
your questions about the Holy Spirit. Are you wondering
about the gifts? Would you like to be filled with the Spirit?
Can the Spirit really lead us? Questions at the end of each
chapter make it great for a Bible study group, Sunday
School class, or for personal reflection. ($10)

Answering Your Questions About Speaking in
Tongues Larry Christenson has re-released this helpful

book, now with a new preface, that has already sold over
250,000 copies. He addresses questions like: “Is the gift of
tongues for today?” “What does speaking in tongues mean?”
“Is speaking in tongues for me?” and many more. ($8)

Gospel Stories

NEW!

Pastor Orval Moren has written a powerful resource for
anyone who would like a “3-minute lesson” for children.
You’ll also find suggestions, visual aids and Scriptural
references in this indispensable tool. ($12)

Breaking Strongholds in My Life

A booklet by Paul Anderson that identifies key strongholds of bondage in our lives and how we can break free
through the power of the Spirit and not merely by our
own effort. ($2)

Building Christian Character

An inspiring and challenging study by Paul Anderson of
34 Christian character traits. The study gives a biblical
meaning and example of each trait and shows how the
trait can be applied in practical ways. (Workbook or
Teacher’s Guide: $6 each, 8 or more $5 each)

Charismatic Renewal Among Lutherans

Larry Christenson gives practical guidance for understanding and experiencing spiritual renewal, charismatic gifts, and
renewed faith. ($3.95 Closeout $2)

Especially for Pastors

Edited by Paul Anderson, a monthly newsletter to encourage
and assist pastors as they shepherd the Lord’s flock. ($20
annually for hard copy or $10 annually for e-mail. Include
e-mail address on order form.)

The Gift of Tongues (Booklet)

A biblical study of this spiritual gift by Larry Christenson.
He also traces its connection with receiving the Holy Spirit,
answers questions, covers theological concerns, and
discusses practical aspects. ($2.25)

Healing From a Father Wound (Booklet)

A message by Paul Anderson that brings emotional and
spiritual healing to those who carry wounds from the
past. ($2)

He Knows my Name (CD)

A collection of original and familiar worship songs from
Living Water Lutheran featuring four songs performed by
the Kenyan orphans living at Agape Children’s House.
All proceeds go directly to Agape. ($15)



Prayer Ministry (Expanded)

A booklet by Paul Anderson with practical help in training
prayer ministers. Twice the size of the original. ($3)

Pray For the Power of the Spirit (Tract)

By Rev. Del Rossin, a biblical study on releasing the power
of the Holy Spirit. (6/$1 or 100/$15)

The Renewed Mind

This book by Larry Christenson touches on five major areas
of spiritual experience: Dependence on God; Facing challenges
with the authority of Christ; Patience; Discipline; Prayer. ($9)

Ride the River

Using a parable of Lewis and Clark’s exploration of the
American West, Larry Christenson helps you discover
how God the Father puts your life journey under the coleadership of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. ($11)

A Rose for Nana

Carol Greenwood is the author of this delightful, inspiring
collection of stories and reflections about the God who
speaks to us every day. ($10 Closeout $5)

A Soldier Looks at Spiritual Warfare

Author Dick Denny uses military analogies to confront
readers with the reality of spiritual warfare. “Superb” said
one longtime adult educator. ($15)

Welcome, Holy Spirit

Edited by Larry Christenson, this 432-page book is
important reading for all Christians, but especially Lutherans
who want a definitive study on renewal. ($15 Closeout $5)

What About Baptism? (Booklet)

A practical 17-page booklet by Larry Christenson. Topics
include: Infant Baptism, Immersion, Re-baptism and Baptism
with the Holy Spirit. ($2.25)

You Shall Be Baptized in the Holy Spirit

This book, written by Elsie Fuhrman, teaches believers how
to receive empowerment of the Spirit and how to minister
it to others. ($7)
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