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One of the great weaknesses of modern Christianity has been our devotion to making
converts rather than disciples. When people are made to believe that all they have to do
for salvation is raise their hand while standing in the back of a room, with every eye closed
and every head bowed so as not to embarrass those who might slip up their hand, these
“converts” are made to think that to be a follower of Christ will require little
from them. However, true faith will require everything, including our lives.
True discipleship is to no longer live for ourselves but for Him. This tragic
watering down of the gospel is a deception that has left many thinking
they were “saved” while their eternal lives are still in jeopardy.

Biblical conversion is different than how many present it today. Those who
committed their lives to being a follower of Christ were likely marked for
martyrdom. Often their possessions and property were seized, and they
lived a life not knowing if every day might be their last. This was a gift of
life because it brought them in touch with what is truly important like few
other things could. The only way a life like this could be sustained was by
growing in love for God and growing in faith.

Of course, some may have had it easier, but all were under constant threat.
This focused their lives like few things could. They had to have a daily, living
faith that kept away the pretenders or insincere. Certainly it is better to

have Christ and lose everything in this world, but it was a hard life that required ”true falth
pure and total devotion. It was also a better life than anyone else could have. Faith
in God is better than any treasure or any possession. WI” require

True Christianity is the greatest adventure that can be had on this earth, and it . p
is the most fulfilling life we could ever have, but it is also the most difficult. The EVeWthlng---
integrity of the One whom we represent should compel us to be straightforward

about the gospel. Christianity is not for wimps. There is no place for self-pity or

self-centeredness in the true faith. Yet, the more we are emptied of these things and our

own ambitions, the richer and more fulfilling our lives will be. There is no freer person than

the slave of Christ.
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Statistics show that only about 5 percent of those who make “decisions for Christ” today go
on to be added to the church. With biblical conversions, this number was 100 percent. A
few would fall away later, but to walk with the faithful required a radical change of life and
lifestyle. Immediately God became the center of one’s life, and learning of Him and seeking
to obey Him was not only their central purpose, it was essential to survival. Those who lost
everything quickly learned that Christ was more than enough.

The Gospels give us a definition of discipleship. The main focus of true disciples is to learn
from their Master. The most basic goal of every Christian should be to become like Him

F and to do His will. True disciples will make all major decisions around
the interests of the kingdom, not their own desires. Disciples of Christ
take up their crosses daily, laying down their lives for Him and for others,
' as He gave us the example to do. It is a life of sacrifice, not devoted to
gaining possessions but to gaining Christ.

Disciples of Christ are called to be “dead to this world." This is where the
. greatest freedom comes. If we are dead, what can the world do to us?
Those who live the life of the cross have no fear because what can a
dead man fear? When the greatest fear of all is broken off us, the fear of
death because we die daily, then we cannot be bound by anything in
this world. Those who are dead to this world do not fear the troubles that
others fear because their lives are built on another foundation.

Disciples live by the power of the age to come, not by the powers that control this present
world. As this world and the powers that uphold it crumble, true disciples will not even

be shaken, but will be on solid ground and able to pull others out of the
quicksand.

“Disciples live by
There are biblical prophecies that declare the wealth of the nations will be th fth
brought to God’s people. Many get excited about this as if it is a sure promise € powerofthe
that they will hit the lottery. The wealth of the nations will be brought to age to come..”
God’s people, but not so God'’s people can use it for themselves, but rather
so they can use it rightly for the nations. True disciples, who have access to
kingdom resources, will not be impressed by the wealth of this world. We won't
be trustworthy enough to handle the wealth of the nations until we are not
impressed with it.

It seems from the Gospels that Jesus did not even carry earthly money. He did not need to
because He had access to much greater resources any time He needed them. We will not
get to this stature of faith immediately after we become disciples, but “we are to grow up
in all aspects into Him” (see Ephesians 4:15). This is not an unrealistic goal. He would not
have called us to this if we could not attain it. What do we possibly have to do that is more
important than this? For those who love Him above all things, this will be the basic devotion
of their lives. This is biblical discipleship.

(Reprinted from MorningstarMinistries.org/resources, Week 41, 2012)

Rich Joyner (MorningStarMinistries.org) is the founder and executive director of MorningStar
Ministries and Heritage International Ministries and is the Senior Pastor of MorningStar
Fellowship Church. He will be one of the speakers at the August 7-10, 2013, Holy Spirit
Conference. See enclosed brochure or visit LutheranRenewal.org.
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Guess Who?
Discovering Your Truest Identity

(This conference is open to both men and women.)

How does God see you? Who did He create you to be during your time
here on earth? Is it possible to encounter a passion-driven life in which
we discover God'’s purpose and our truest identity from His perspective?
What might be possible then?

Allison Bown is the Director of The Warrior Class,

an intercessory community of people connected
with Brilliant Perspectives, a ministry of Graham |
B Cooke. Allison has developed teaching with
hands-on activations in each session (suitable for
both introverts and extroverts) that bring both revelation and tools

to equip you for this journey. You'll leave this one-day seminar with |
both inspiration and powerful ideas to accelerate discovering your

Registration ¢ June 15, 2013

» You may make copies of this form to share with
others. One family per form, please.

« All sessions are open to paid registrants only.
« There are no free evening sessions.

truest identity. |« Sorry, childcare is not available.
Follow-up tools will also be given so that you can process the | - Confirmation letters will not be sent out after
weekend, individually or in small groups, over the following June 7.
months. | - On-site registration is welcome.
Please print.

Schedule | Name(s)

Saturday, June 15 | Address

10:00 a.m. Why it’s so Important to Know Who we Are

1:30 p.m.  Finding Hidden Clues to our Identity | City State

3:30 p.m.  Crafting and Refining an Identity Statement Zip

7:00 p.m.  Powerfully Using Your Identity Statement I

in Your Development | Phone ( )
E-mail

Conference Cost |

$25. Deadline: June 7 Church

After June 7, on-site only: $35. |

The cost remains the same whether you attend one or all of Gene.ru| Conference Payments

the sessions. There are no free evening sessions. | Rece"’ed. bEfor.e June7

Check-in opens Saturday at 9:00 a.m. Registration -

| o

(onference LO(UﬁOﬂ
Redeemer Lutheran Church
61 Mississippi Way; Fridley, MN 55432

Sponsoring Hotel

Hampton Inn - Shoreview
$109 plus tax, king only
includes breakfast
877-233-3194 « 651-482-0402

8 miles from conference site

Mention Lutheran Renewal to receive

Conference
Information

the conference rate.

Live Streaming Unavailable

651-490-1517, ext. 10 or
LutheranRenewal.org

after June 7, on-site only
On-site cost: $35

Offering
Grand Total & __
Payment Information
Mail payment and make checks payable to:

Lutheran Renewal
2701 Rice Street, St. Paul, MN 55113-2202
Sorry, no refunds.

Online Registration: LutheranRenewal.org
Credit card registration closes on June 7.

Sorry, but we cannot process phone or fax
orders.

LutheranRenewal.org

O



Arise! Minnesota
Women’s Conference

April 19-20, 2013 -

o

J  Londa Lundstrom Ramsey was new
to many of us, but we soon realized
what we had been missing in not
knowing her! She’s passionate, funny,
| A = | and has the heart of an evangelist
V] 9 orl= in her love for others. She gave an

. invitation for women to give their
U 0)C _r'-;J (-J ~) (J | “1 ~) livesto the lordship of Christ and 62
J jJ == —4 L responded. We rejoiced as we saw the
evenunrdirficul women experiencing the love of God.

b

[CUMSLANCES

£ X

Worship leaders
Kalley Heiligenthal
and Rebekah Bartels

Graham Cooke is such a blessing to us and to this
region, and we are grateful for the friendship we
share. Some quotes from his sessions:

“When God looks at you, He only sees what'’s missing in
your experience of Him.”

“When God gives us a promise, He binds Himself to
that promise and then sends the Holy Spirit to help us
unpack it”

"Accountability isn’t calling people out on their stuff; it's
calling people up to who they are.”

“The fruit of the Spirit is more powerful against the
enemy than the gifts of the Spirit.”

“God will not be content until you've received the exact
opposite of all that you've suffered.”

For the complete
conference recap go
to the blog at
AriseWomen.org.
You may also download
MP3s from the Arise!
website.

Wake-up call
Spirit-filled painting *
(SueKemnitz.com) %




